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Chair Biographies  
Hi! My name is Stephanie Myalik. I am in grade 10 at T. R. Proctor High School. This is my second year in 
Model UN and I am the Treasurer of our MUN club. This will be my first time chairing at UMVMUN. 
Outside of Model UN, I am very interested in programming, technology, as well as our environment and the 
ongoing issues surrounding the well being of our planet. Feel free to contact me for any clarifications or 
additional information at stmyalik@gmail.com  
 
I am Zachary Gioppo and am in grade 10 at Proctor this year. This year’s UMVMUN Conference will be my 
first time chairing and this year is my second in MUN. Beyond MUN, I am interested in the environment and 
nature, and I really enjoy hiking on weekends. Another big part of my life is swimming, which I do 
competitively and for leisure. If you have any questions or concerns, you can reach me at:  
zagioppo@me.com 

 
Social Media 
UMVMUN makes a conscientious use of social media to promote attendance at our conference, share news 
and resources, and engage with delegates who plan on attending. Additionally, UMVMUN will have a 
Snapchat filter for use during lunch breaks. We strongly encourage all delegates to follow our Twitter and 
Instagram handles @UMVMUN, make use of the #UMVMUN hashtag, and confirm your attendance on 
our Facebook event page Upper Mohawk Valley MUN 2019. In the weeks leading up to the conference we 
will even have our chairs post valuable resources that will serve to guide delegates in their committee research! 
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Committee History 
The Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) was established by the Economic and 
Social Council upon request by the General Assembly in 1992. The Commission was formed initially to serve 
as the primary policy making body of the UN; its priorities and goals were set in ECOSOC resolution 
1992/22. The resolution stated the commission should serve to promote and improve international action 
against (trans)national crime, as well as improving the efficiency and fairness of criminal justice systems 
worldwide. Resolution 1992/22 also commanded the commission to “offer Member States a forum for 
exchanging expertise, experience and information in order to develop national and international strategies, 
and to identify priorities for combating crime.” Later, in 2006, Resolution 61/252 was adopted by the General 
Assembly, which expanded the duties of the CCPCJ to include becoming the primary governing body of the 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime, as well as to approve the UN budget of the UN Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice Fund. The UNCPCJF is the economic plan which allocates the resources needed for crime 
prevention internationally. 
 
The Commission also serves as the preparatory body for the United Nations Crime Congress. This means 
that any declarations which the congress adopts will be sent through the CCPCJ before being forwarded to 
ECOSOC, then finally to the GA for approval and endorsement. As a result of this, the CCPCJ is in charge 
of solidifying and enacting the congress's decisions. 
 
Session 28 of the CCPCJ was held in December of 2018 and May 2019. This session had the prominent 
theme of “The responsibility of effective, fair, humane and accountable criminal justice systems in preventing 
and countering crime motivated by intolerance or discrimination of any kind” which was also thematically 
discussed during the session in May 2019. The following draft resolutions were recommended to ECOSOC 
for approval, (1) “Integrating sport into youth crime prevention and criminal justice strategies”; (2) 
“Follow-up to the Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and 
preparations for the Fourteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice”; (3) 
“Education for Justice and the rule of law in the context of sustainable development”; (4) “Promoting 
technical assistance and capacity-building to strengthen national measures and international cooperation to 
combat cybercrime, including information-sharing”; (5) “Countering child sexual exploitation and sexual 
abuse online”; and (6) “Technical assistance provided by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
related to counter-terrorism”. 
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Special Committee Notes 
At UMVMUN 2019, the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice will be run in resolution 
style. This means that, in order to qualify for an award, delegates must prepare pre-written resolutions for 
both topics. We anticipate that delegates will need to bring approximately twenty-nine copies of each 
resolution, however, we ask that you consult the Country/Committee Matrix on our website to determine the 
number of delegates that have been offered seats in our committee and to print that quantity plus three 
additional copies for the committee chairs.  
 
To limit the amount of paper used on conference day, we ask that the resolutions be composed using 
Garamond font (size 11), that the resolutions be printed on both sides of the paper, and that the resolutions 
for each topic are stapled together into a single packet. In addition, the Chairs at UMVMUN 2019 look 
favorably upon delegates sending their resolutions to their respective committee chairs via e-mail by 
December 9 so that the chairs can give more careful consideration to the preparation and thought that their 
committee members have given to the topics that will be discussed. Sending pre-written resolutions to the 
chairs is not required, only encouraged. Emailing resolutions does not replace the requirement for delegates 
to bring enough printed copies for their committee. 
 
It should be known that, at UMVMUN, we strive to acknowledge the most outstanding delegates in 
committee by choosing the three delegates that exhibit the most well-rounded preparation for the conference 
and the best performance in committee. To learn more, we urge delegates to explore the Awards Rubric on our 
website. Delegates new to Model UN and/or UMVMUN should refer to the Delegate Preparation Guide found 
on the For Delegates page of our website to learn about: research, flow of debate, public speaking, rules of 
procedure, caucusing, writing resolutions, and dressing for success. 
 
Note: CCPCJ is a program established by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). Because of this, delegates should be 
prepared to expect that any working papers passed by the committee are required to be presented in the ECOSOC Plenary and 
voted on by its members. This is a requirement to have a final passed resolution. Communication beforehand with the delegate 
representing your same country in the ECOSOC Plenary is encouraged so that a similar level of understanding of the topic the 
working paper addresses is achieved.  
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 Topic 1: Addressing Police Brutality Against Political Minority Groups 
 
Introduction 
As countries develop and progress, the need for social regulation rises exponentially. The duty of instituting 
this most often falls into the hands of a police force. In many cases, a police force will be painted as the ‘good 
guys’, protecting the people and keeping the state in line, and in most cases, this turns out to be true. 
However, this is sometimes proven to be a mere mirage, hiding the true and sometimes uniform intentions of 
the police. We often see released footage of assault, the unprovoked murder of unarmed civilians, or even the 
use of slurs or hateful language to incite violence to allow the officer to ‘justify’ any action taken. Far too 
often, racism, nationalism, and ideas of supremacy are the drives for police action/intervention. The issue of 
such violence is frequently seen in developing nations where excessive force and general abuse of power seem 
to rule over-policing a set ideal.  
 
Repeatedly in the media, officers are singled out for their abuses, but the justice system will rarely ever follow 
through and punish these corrupt individuals. With alarming frequency, police misconduct is often 
reprimanded with paid suspensions, leave without pay, or officers are simply made de-facto powerless. 
Instead of punishing the officers, they are merely given a slap on the wrist. This sort of inaction only 
promotes further infractions & prevents the cycle of brutality from breaking.  
 
However, the issue is not completely ignored by world powers, with some nations taking steps to curtail the 
problem. Take, for example, countries such as Germany, where the police training period is 130 weeks, versus 
countries such as the United Kingdom with a short 18 week period. In countries with a higher training 
period, police violence is significantly lower. But even still, no amount of education can prevent officers from 
abusing due to corruption in the government. Even the best-trained officers will follow the orders of their 
superior, and consequently, a corrupt government can lead to a corrupt police force. A good example of this 
is Israel. In Israel, there is much hate and discontent toward Palestinians, and state-sponsored brutality against 
them is fairly common. This abuse is often echoed in the police-forces as well. Regrettably, no matter how 
well-trained the officer is, they will still follow the orders of their commanding officer. 
 
Definition of Key Terms 
Police: Any organization instituted by a national body designed to enforce the state’s laws/regulations, as well 
as protect the authority and authenticity of that state. 
 
Police Brutality: An act of misconduct in which a member of a police force employs cruel or brutal force 
against a group/individual. 
 
National Minority: An individual in any given nation or group who is part of an ostracized, abnormal, or 
unaccepted group for any reason (commonly social, ethnic, or religious). In this context, the term refers to a 
political minority. 
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Political Minority: Any group or individual whom for political reasons is ostracized from their community. 
Generally applies to those who stray from the political norm in their area or someone who maintains ‘radical’ 
ideals. 
 
Human Development Index: A general scale to measure the development of a given nation, calculated by looking 
at life expectancy, education, and per-capita income indicators. Often abbreviated HDI. 
 
Developing Nation: A developing nation is recognized as any country which has a low HDI and a 
still-developing economy. In most cases, a developing nation will have an underdeveloped or otherwise 
nonexistent infrastructure. Usually encompasses recently industrialized countries, commonly in Africa and 
Asia. 
 
General Overview 
As nations develop and societies advance, the nations’ governmental bodies will naturally become more 
complex, with more advanced laws/regulations. As a consequence of this, these governments will institute a 
body designed to enforce their rules and solidify their legitimacy and authority. These groups will arise often 
from a nation's military, serving to -- firstly -- protect the state, and secondly to protect the citizenry. As these 
societies advance further, the job of the police will change and evolve. As the people become the ones to 
legitimize a government, the police's job will shift to first protecting the people, and secondly protecting the 
government's authority. In most modern nations, the role of protecting the legitimacy of the state reverts to 
the military, which begins to work alongside the police.  
 
However, in some nations -- primarily developing states -- the shift in roles hasn’t occurred or has only 
occurred in part. In these countries, the police remain a force to legitimize the state, forcefully dissolving 
protestors, and targeting dissenters. In these cases, the police and the military will work together closely to 
ensure a pacified and compliant populace. Though these abusive tendencies are often technically legal (as the 
governing body permits it to a point), that cannot excuse that these actions infringe on a person's individual 
rights, as well as lending to a general feeling of fear toward the government. Even in cases where such abuses 
are considered ‘illegal’ or ‘not a representation of the government,’ we rarely see the abusers adequately 
reprimanded, allowing such action to continue, unhindered. Even if something is declared illegal in 
international law, there is little that can be done when individual nations decree that it is acceptable. 
 
Often the international community will condemn these abuses, but then nothing is actually done to solve it. 
Instead, this condemnation will often serve to spur further radicalization as the government spreads the idea 
that the international community is out to get them. The effects of this can be seen in nations like North 
Korea, where the police often brutalized the citizenry without hindrance by the government, which actually 
supports the actions. Furthermore, the people themselves are so thoroughly brainwashed by state 
propaganda, that even if intervention was attempted, any action would be opposed by the public, and it would 
prove to be ineffective and a dangerous effort. 
 
To see this issue solved, the corrupt cannot merely be informed of their corruption. To truly tackle the issue, 
the modern developed world must institute measures, and introduce international standards to prevent this 
from happening in their own countries. When developing states look to China, the United States, and the 
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European Union, they see police abuse, and then model their own systems to mirror. The blame, however, 
does not solely lie on the shoulders of the West. Should the issue of brutalization against political minority 
groups be eliminated there must be worldwide efforts. All nations need to work together to introduce and 
enforce regulations. 
 
There are, as with all issues, some countries that come to the forefront of one’s mind when considering any 
given issue. In this case, the ones which stand out are the People’s Republic of China and the Special 
Administrative Region of Hong Kong, the Russian Federation, the State of Israel, and Ukraine. 
 
One of the most notable nations in regard to police abuses, especially against minorities is the People's 
Republic of China, and by consequence, the Special Administrative Region of Hong Kong. In the PRC, the 
police have always existed -- on paper -- to serve the people. The people, who had long been oppressed under 
the various emperors of its history would finally be free to rule themselves. However, the communist party 
grew to rely on the police, using them to quell dissidence and silence oppositions. As this reliance grew, so did 
leniency toward them. The party began to ignore constitutional rights, turning a blind eye to the abusive 
officers, and allowing more and more to crop up. This has fed an ever-growing cycle of growing abuse. The 
glaring consequences of this can be seen repeatedly throughout the history of the PRC, most prominently in 
the Tiananmen protests of 1989, in which a pro-democracy protest was brutally suppressed by a combined 
military and police initiative.  
 
On the other end of the spectrum, is the police force of the SAR of Hong Kong. Hong Kong’s police has in 
recent history been dubbed Asia’s Finest. At the same time, however, it has not always been so well-liked by 
its people. Under colonial rule, the HKP -- especially after WWII -- was both underfunded and structured in a 
way that gave a few high ranking officials totalitarian rule over their subordinates. As a result of this, there 
was high corruption and flagrant abuse in colonial Hong Kong. In an effort to resolve this, the government 
formed the Independent Commission Against Corruption, a group which held the power to freely investigate 
and solve the corruption within the system. After a series of raids conducted by the ICAC, an amnesty was 
reached and the police force was completely reorganized, with new layers of bureaucracy added to the system, 
as well as increased pay and a completely reworked set of terms and conditions for employment. After these 
reforms, the HKP quickly gained the title it now holds, and until recently kept true to it. But, there have been 
a few cases of failure in the system still, prominently in the 2014 protests, which protested legislation which 
would have given the PRC significant sway over the candidates for public office. However, even more recent 
is the failure of the HKP throughout the ongoing extradition protests. As time went on, the police dropped 
pretense after pretense, becoming more and more like their mainland counterparts. Recent action has only 
furthered the HKP’s fall from grace, as they resort to brutal tactics, corruption, and lies to try and stop the 
protests. From the unjustified murder of protestors to the use of facial recognition software for identifying 
individuals in the protest, to the use of expired tear gas on harmless protestors, to even the imprisonment of 
small children for exercising their free speech. 
 
Another important mention is the Russian Federation. In Russia there has been a historic divide between the 
rulers, and the subjects. From the days of old, where the strong imperial Romanov family guided the nation 
to greatness, a living testament to the principles of autocracy; to the years of Leon Trotski and Vladimir 
Lenin,  who together pulled the Bolshevik from the shackles of an empire, guiding the formation of a new 
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sort of empire: an empire for the people; and most recently, under figures such as Boris Yeltsin and Vladimir 
Putin, a new Russia was born from the ashes of its predecessors, a new, freer Russia has been formed. 
Despite claims of reform and progress with each change of political power and system, common among each 
of these was a chronic abuse of power by the government, be it elected by the people, inherited, or otherwise, 
they all were and are recognized for their brutal and corrupt police forces. Two recent events which struck 
outrage across the world occurred first in May 2018, when protests against an unfair election were violently 
disrupted on the eve of Vladimir Putin’s inauguration; and secondly when a few months later – July 2018 – 
body cam footage from an officer was released, and revealed the sheer extent of the violence imprisoned 
individuals could face at the hands of these officers. As viewers watch, over a dozen officers brutalize and 
torture their victim. In fact, the officers even had to takes breaks and rest due to the sheer force they were 
putting into harming this individual. When investigated, the brutality of the officers was deemed ‘appropriate 
force.’ 
 
The modern State of Israel has long been known for its violent police. in fact, it was primarily this brutality 
that kept Israel in the limelight. Not only are Palestinian and Ethiopian citizens faced with dozens of 
discriminatory laws but many citizens are also unlawfully killed based on their race or due to other unjust 
factors. Soloman Tekah, a 19 year old Ethiopian-Israeli man, was brutally killed by an off-duty police officer 
at the beginning of July 2019 which has resulted in a massive uproar against the blatant racial discrimination 
being faced by the Ethiopian community. While exceedingly violent, the demonstrations against the officers 
have at least indicted the involved officer with negligent homicide. Even earlier in the timeline of unjust 
actions, October 2000, Aseel , as well as 13 other Palestinian demonstrators, were blown up by police. They 
were part of the protests that exploded after Muhammed al-Dura’s murder as well as after the former Israeli 
Prime Minister stormed al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem. Their deaths were never justified and this violence still 
persists.  
 
Another country of note is Ukraine. They have had a unique history with police (being the state arguably 
most abused by the Soviet Union). However, they continue to bring this harm to themselves. In that in recent 
years, throughout the Ukranian Conflict, an incredibly large amount of police brutality has come to light. 
From 1992-2014 the Berkut (Бе́ркут) special police force -- equivalent to riot police -- was often associated 
with violence, torture, and terrorism. The Berkut special police force eventually betrayed its oath of allegiance 
and sided with the Russian forces contributing to the Russian annexation of Crimea, leaving behind an 
extremely inhumane track record. One of the most recent examples of their brutality is seen in the case of a 
man by the name of Oleksandr Komarnitskyan. He was an activist for ex-Defense Minister Anatoly 
Grytsenko’s Civil Position party, who died on June 23 of this year, as a result of being beaten by police 
officers in Vinnytsia. Reports say he was beaten at his bus stop on June 11th. In 2018 at least 212 civilians 
were killed due to shelling and light weapons fire. Despite the obvious war, conflicts regarding the treatment 
of citizens are still rising. 
 
Egypt as one of the few ‘cradles of civilization,’ is another country relevant to the discussion of police 
brutality. It was once known for its many achievements, however, it no longer holds the stature and power it 
once did. Now plagued with police brutality and corruption, one may wonder how an empire filled with such 
prestige and riches as Egypt could fall so far. Since the end of British colonial rule, Egypt has been through 
two presidents, an assassination, a third president, a revolution, and a new president. And yet, through all of 
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this little has improved for the Egyptian people. Still plagued by poverty, abuse of power, and corruption, 
Egypt, despite all their efforts, seems unable to separate themselves from their past. Reports claim the police 
brutality of present-day Egypt echoes that of pre-revolutionary times, and the media reports with regularity 
the instances of blatant police brutality. A recent example is when, in 2013, a video surfaced displaying a 
shirtless man being beaten severely by a small group of officers, who were taunting him, and trying to make 
him “admit” that he was a woman. Though an investigation was conducted, little came of it. Another prime 
example displaying the corruption of Egyptian police is when, after the total, repeated failure of a new, 
forced, digital examination system for students, protests were brought to a halt by police. Police were seen in 
both image and video evidence, harassing, beating, and arresting these young activists. 
 

Major Countries Involved 
China: Police have always existed to ‘serve the people’ however the police have most noticeably been used to 
quell dissidence and silent oppositions. Entire protests have been brutally suppressed and violent officers 
have had a blind eye turned upon them. 
 
The SAR of Hong Kong: The actions taken throughout the ongoing 2019 protests against the extradition bill & 
the growing police brutality throughout the protests is an example of the failings of the Hong Kong police. 
Recent action has only furthered the fall of the Hong Kong police as they resort to brutal tactics, corruption, 
and lies to try and stop the protests. Each passing day they are becoming more like their People's Republic of 
China counterparts. 
 
Russia: Russia has held a long standing divide between its rulers and the subjects, police violence has just 
become an extended branch of that divide. Several videos of body camera footage depicting brutalization and 
torture have been released as well as many reports of violence at protests or just in the streets.  
 
Israel: The long standing Palestinian Conflict has helped to put the currupt police of Israel into the limelight. 
MAny discriminatory laws are in place and many citizens are killed due to unjust factors. Many deaths have 
never been justified and violence still persists.  
 
Ukraine: During the Ukranian Conflict many instances of police brutality have come to light. From 1992-2014 
the Berkut special police forcewas often associated with violence, torture, and terrorism but this still 
continues. Despite the war and betrayal of the former Berkut, conflicts regarding the treatment of citizens are 
still rising. 
 
Egypt: In the past, the achievements of Egypt’s many dynasties defined it, however, more recently, that stature 
has fallen. The police brutality is often reported as blatantly unchecked and obvious, as can also be seen in 
released footage of abuse.  
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Relevant Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
National Association Against Police Brutality: Addresses the issue of police brutality from a grassroots community 
with a student-led approach. 
 
National Police Accountability Project: Organization of legal workers, lawyers, and law students dedicated to 
ending law enforcement and detention officer abuse of authority.  
 
Human Rights Watch: Aim to advocate and research human rights violations, as well as denouncing oppression 
and abuse worldwide! 
 
Amnesty International: Draws attention to human rights violations worldwide and campaigns for compliance 
with international laws and standards. 
 
Left Voice: An international journalism network which informs on incidents of abuse, violence and injustice 
towards minorities. 
 
Timeline of Key Events 
17th-18th century:  Modern policing emerges. Routine police brutality was common, with sources reporting 
‘frequent bludgeoning of citizens using blackjacks or nightsticks being common.’ 
 
19th century: In the early 19th century the first police stations developed, further advancing the divide between 
military and police. 
 
1872: First recorded example of the term ‘Police Brutality’ by the Chicago Tribune. They were describing the 
beatings given to a prisoner at the Harrison Street station by officers. 
 
1877-1894: Some of the earliest examples of mass-brutality, the Great Railroad Strike and the Pullman Strike 
(and most other labor protests at the time), were quelled by force. 
 
1984: Police officers in the UK are no longer permitted to carry firearms, unless given special training 
(currently only ~6,800 authorized carriers), to quell concerns of brutality and abuse by officers. 
 
1991: First major coverage of the issue in March 1991, when a video of the Los Angeles Police department 
brutalizing an African American suspect reached the public. 
 
1992: As a result of the lack of action taken against the offending officers from the video, the Los Angeles 
Riots of 1992 occurred, bringing further public attention to the issue of police brutality. 
 
2000: Iraeli police shot down 13 Palestinians who had taken to the streets to show solidarity with 
demonstrators in Gaza and in the West Bank. No one was reprimanded for such events and it became known 
as the “October 2000 Events”. 
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2008-2013: The United States and Brazil annually average at more than 1,000 civilian deaths by police 
violence. 
 
2015: Dozens of people are reported to die annually in Egyptian custody. Beatings in police stations and 
abuse are common.  
 
2019: Ethiopian-Israelis begin to protest following the police killing of Solomon Tekah. The protests were 
not only because of Solomon Tekah’s death but because of continued police brutality. 
 
2019: Russsian pro-democracy protests are met with the beating and detention of more than 770 protesters.  
 
2019: Hong Kong police show alarming violence patterns at protests against the Fugitive Offenders 
Amendment bill that was proposed by the Hong Kong government. 
 
Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 
Police brutality has been a centuries long issue that can be seen on every continent. As such a long standing 
concern, there have been countless efforts to stop it worsening, and some who even managed to make it less 
frequent. Primarily due to protesting, certain regions have increased officer training in an attempt to quell 
misconduct and certain areas have increased the punishments that police officers receive. Little more has 
been done and police brutality still exists unchallenged in many countries. 
 
Despite not solving the problem completely, there have been many actions which make a solid effort at it, all 
showing ability to combat this brutality on their own scale. Two specifically notable efforts are as follows: 
 
Beginning in the 1950s, there was a slow push in the United States for the implementation of civilian review 
boards, which would allow the citizens of a given town or city to objectively look at and make changes to 
their police force in the event that they felt that accusations of brutality weren’t adequately met. The problem? 
At almost every stage, the police stations, and even individual officers were fighting the boards. They initially 
directly opposed the boards, until it was shown that their existence had become entrenched and opposition to 
the boards would cause more harm than good for the police forces. With this understanding, police forces did 
everything they could to limit the power of the boards including lowering their budget and limiting access to 
information. Despite opposition from the police, in the United States today, cities with these boards face on 
average lower levels of brutality than cities without. Though difficult to implement, it was and remains one of 
the most powerful methods of combating such brutality; it just needs a strong civilian support to establish 
itself. 
 
Another notable effort is the London Campaign against Police and State Violence. This is an organization 
which supports and aides the victims of police brutality in the UK, with a focus on London. Though not a 
state-affiliated organization, the group has helped numerous victims of brutality in the UK press charges 
against the officers, and enure the perpetrators are brought to justice. On top of this, they have held, and 
continue to hold, protests to bring awareness to the issue.  
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Possible Solutions 
Police brutality, has been proven a difficult issue to tackle, having been deeply ingrained in the core of many 
governments. By implementing a series of changes, however, it can still be achieved to a point if not 
completely mitigated. 
 
One of the easiest changes to implement would likely be a major increases to training periods. There is a 
major disparity internationally as to the duration of officer training. For example, the United States provides 
an average of 19 weeks of training whereas in Germany officers undergo 130 weeks of training. Generally the 
countries with longer trainings fair far better in these situations, and, although not perfect they see much 
smaller report numbers. By having nations with lower requirements raise them, we will likely see the overall 
amount of reports drop. However, because so many of these countries frequently proclaim the greatness of 
their forces, it is unlikely that they could be easily convinced to admit their training is inadequate. 
 
Another fairly simple change could be diversifying police forces. Having a politically, culturally, ethnically, and 
otherwise diverse police force would help remove the bias which marginalizes minority groups. However, 
convincing minority individuals to join the group which abuses those like themselves may prove difficult. 
 
Although likely slightly more difficult, the introduction of routine drug/illicit substances checks would add to 
the perceived security of a given force, promoting law following and ensuring a prevalent sense of security 
among the officers. On top of this, implementing a routine inspection of the force, will further the sense that 
professionalism and properness must be upheld. 
 
Another key player in the prevention of police brutality is the introduction of mandatory retraining sessions. 
This practice would ensure that all officers are both up-to-date on training and understand the prevalent 
doctrines for police work. This would help weed out corrupt officers and quell wrong ideas before they form. 
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Appendix  
1. Hong Kong Protests - thousands surround police headquarters 
2. EU Rights activists outraged over arrests in Russia 
3. Russian outcry over prison brutality video 
4. Students in Egypt arrested at protests against a new examination system 
5. Israeli police remain unchecked after 14 years 
6. Accounts of police brutality spark China's own #MeToo movement 
7. Ukraine's Berkut police: What makes them special? 

 
Questions Essential to Debate 

1. Why is police brutality against political minorities occuring? 
2. Is it possible to immediately make efforts to quell the brutality? Or will it need to be a long, slow 

change? 
3. In what way could new laws and regulations best be implemented? 
4. What can be done to reduce the blatant governmental negligence of police brutality without violating 

national sovereignty? 
5. How can we integrate these minority groups such that the ostracization which fuels such brutality can 

be halted? 
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 Topic 2: The Role of Prisons In Society and the Proper Treatment of 
Prisoners 
 
Introduction 
A universal feature of the world’s governments is a criminal justice system. Within that system those who are 
convicted of a crime will in most cases be sentenced to spend a period of time in a prison. However, despite 
the universality of prisons, there is a shocking amount of discourse over how to run and pay for the system.  
 
Across the board, and despite the wildly differing opinions on how prisons are run, there are two main 
sources of funding for prisons: public or private. In the public funding model, a government entity will 
allocate a portion of their budget to the upkeep of a penal system and the taxpayers will then be tasked with 
providing the money. In these cases, the government holds all responsibility for the prison. In the private 
model, a government entity will publicize their need (e.g. the government of South Africa may place a request 
for a prison which can house 500 individuals), and then different firms will bid on the job. The firm that 
offers the best bid will win the job. This firm then receives all responsibility for prison management as well as 
judicial responsibility if someone sues the prison. As compensation, the government will usually pay the firm 
on a per-inmate basis. 
 
In day to day activities, prison administration will generally follow one of two models, each with their own 
goals, practices, and beliefs. The most common platform is the reformative model. In this system, prisoners 
will live generally unrestricted and are given a full support structure to help reintegrate them into society. It 
believes that prison is a place to be reformed and that being in prison is the punishment. The opposing 
platform is the for-punishment model. This platform is characterized as being more cruel, as prisoners are 
kept in minimally-sized and equipped cells and inmates are forced to follow strict schedules. Guards in these 
systems often develop a superiority complex, believing themselves -- as the jailer -- better than the jailee. In 
general, there is a noticeable disconnect and lack of empathy toward prisoners. Generally only seen in 
dictatorial countries, this platform’s goal is to punish prisoners and make them regret their crime. The general 
idea of this model is that prison exists as a place to receive punishment. Many elements of this model of 
prison are also seen in the United States. In the reformative model, prisoners are afforded many of the same 
rights as the public, whereas the for-punishment model restricts liberties and rights, with prisoners being 
degraded to pseudo-slaves. In regard to privacy, those accused of a crime will generally be protected from the 
release of revealing information until sentencing. This is standard across both systems, but not universal. 
 
Definition of Key Terms 
Prison: A single building or compound built to house those who have been incarcerated. 
 
Prisoner: Someone who has been convicted of a crime. Specifically, an individual with a prison sentence. 
 
For Punishment model: Style of prison ran in the US, sometimes referred to as the ‘US Model’. Previously 
common globally, generally fell out of style. ‘Go to prison for punishment, not as punishment.’ Promotes 
punishing prisoners. 
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Reformative Model: Style of prison used in most of the world, originates in the EU, specifically Scandinavia. This 
is also sometimes referred to as the EU model. It is based around the idea that “If you treat prisoners like 
animals, they will behave like animals.” Promotes rehabilitating prisoners. 
 
For Profit: A style of funding where the duty of running the prison is presented to a private firm. Generally 
used when it is too expensive to run a prison but is common in the US as well. 
 
State Backed/Public funded: Common in most of the world, a government bureau is in charge of prisons. A 
portion of the national budget is set for the prisons and is paid for by the taxpayers. 
 
Privacy: Refers to the right of privacy. In this context, refers to the protection and classification of any 
revealing information on an individual (name, ethnicity, hair/eye/skin color, religion, age, location, etc). It 
could also refer to everyday privacy, referring to having a private space away from the eyes of guards. 
 
Systemic Prison Cycle: The cyclic pattern in which inmates are not provided with enough opportunity to 
maintain their life on the outside so they are often drawn to smuggling or far worse actions that will place 
them back into prison. This cycle is based upon low opportunity rates and low hire rates.  
 
Mass Incarceration: Refers to the imprisonment of a disproportionately large percentage of a group of people, 
usually the number incarcerated of the given group will noticeably spike during a period. 
 
Prison Reformation: A radical change to a systemic complex which results in improvements.  
 
Prisoner Reformation: Commonly seen in the EU model. Prisoners are given opportunities and programs to help 
them rehabilitate and eventually reintegrate into society.  
 
General Overview  
Most prison systems work through state funding. As a consequence, the burden to maintain them will fall on 
the taxpayers. This is in it of itself is a primary critique of state-run prisons, as many feel it is unfair that they 
should pay for the law-breakers to live. Another concern is that public prisons, because they are limited by a 
governments funds, may become underfunded and overcrowded. However, there are also positive aspects to 
a state-backed prison system as well. In a publicly funded system, the notion of reform-and-release is naturally 
incentivized by the fact that the general public wishes to minimize taxation. Additionally, this model serves to 
benefit from from the fact that it is not directly tied to corporate interests and has the potential to directly 
meet the needs of society via government administration. Another benefit is that prisons remain responsible 
for their actions because they are funded by taxpayers. Any misaction is able to be handled effectively and 
quickly. The counter to this logic is that this reliance on public support (ie funding) can also be a detriment. If 
public support is lost, funding will be revoked, and the system will become strained, only furthering the cycle. 
 
Prisons which do not receive state funding are instead privately funded. This style is often used in situations 
where a government cannot afford to run prisons or there are too many prisoners to run a successful, 
unstrained system. These systems work fairly simply, with a private firm taking the responsibility of running 
the day-to-day activities of any given prison, as well as the responsibility of managing employees, wages, 
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security, and otherwise. These firms also assume legal and fiscal responsibility in the event that the prison or 
justice system is taken to court. It is believed that private prisons are more cost-effective than their publicly 
funded counterparts. Furthermore, there is an idea that private prisons will be less crowded and provide 
better conditions for employees. The quality of a private prison often comes down to the terms of the 
contract.  
 
Outside of the source of funding for a prison system, a second aspect that affects the quality of any prison 
system are its daily procedures. Although historically common, today the less used of the two styles is the for 
punishment model. This model is founded on the belief that one goes to prison to be punished, not for 
punishment. This ideology reflects itself through all aspects of prison life. Inmates will be kept in smaller, 
minimalistic cells, and any windows or doors will be barred. Another facet of for-punishment systems is the 
deprival of rights. Prisoners will be deprived of certain liberties, notably privacy, during incarceration. By 
being provided no private, closed spaces, prisoners are forced to face the idea that they are always being 
watched. This is supposed to promote good behavior, as one will be less willing to do wrong if they are being 
watched. In daily life, prisoners in for-punishment model prisons will be faced with strict schedules and often 
labor-intensive work to make a profit for the prison. 

 
On the other end of the spectrum is the reformative model. Unlike for-punishment prisons, the idea of 
‘restorative justice’ lays the foundation for this system. ‘Restorative Justice’ intends for the system to 
reintegrate and rehabilitate, not punish. The idea that ‘the punishment is the sentence” sums up this system 
well. Prisons are run as similar to normalcy as allowed. It is believed that if you treat prisoners like animals, 
they will behave like animals. Prisoners will live normal lives, working for their own benefit, cooking, taking 
educational courses, etc. This system has shown its benefits, with countries that use it showing lower 
incarceration rates, and even among those who do get assigned prison terms, the percentage who become 
re-offenders is significantly reduced. Some will argue that there is no real punishment in this type of system. 
As such, there is a concern that the idea of prison may lose its meaning entirely. 
 
The final portion of the prison question is prisoners’ rights. This too changes greatly depending on location. 
In most modern countries -- Euroamerica primarily -- prisoners are entitled to a trial, a jury, a lawyer, and a 
fair judge. However, in some countries -- China for example -- there are cases where a suspect may be denied 
trial and directly sentenced. Another key concern is the issue of privacy. Privacy laws dictate what can be 
revealed about a prisoner. This data includes physical description, age, gender, name, or any other 
information. The level of privacy provided varies greatly between jurisdictions. In some, information is 
withheld until a verdict is reached; in others, it is withheld forever, and in some places, it is released from the 
start. 
 
The rights of prisoners is a global concern and there are several countries which stand out for their prison 
systems and treatment of prisoners. The United States, the Russian Federation, the Republic of El Salvador, 
and the Federative Republic of Brazil will all be highlighted on the next page for the specific prison structures 
and penal system policies.  
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One of the most important, and unique countries that can be discussed is the United States. With the highest 
prison population and the highest per-capita incarceration rate, the US is the pinnacle of mass incarceration. 
Sitting at the staggering rate of 698 incarcerated per 100,000 residents, the US houses 2.3 million incarcerated 
people and has seen an increase of 500% over the last 40 years. Due to the mass incarceration that the US is 
currently facilitating, while still experiencing a decrease in crime rate, prisons are overcrowded and fiscal 
burdens on states. With the “war on crime” and “war on drugs” movement started in the 1980s, the prison 
population has grown exponentially and shows no sign of stopping, especially with petty drug charges and the 
systemic prison cycle that makes it difficult to get back on your feet after prison.  
 
Russia contains 383 prisoners per 100,000 citizens. Russia harsh prison system today harkens back to 
memories of Soviet-era prisons. In many cases, there are leaked videos of abuse and beatings of inmates 
enacted by guards. Often these claims, despite bearing evidence, are blind-sighted and followed by meager 
redundancy without other changes. Unfortunately, these cases are occasionally blamed on the prisoners and 
are often swept under the rug. Harsh laws and the corrupt penal system make life very difficult for inmates 
and certain citizens. 
 
The Republic of El Salvador contains a surprisingly large and brutal penal system, especially for its relatively 
small size. They harbor the second highest rate of incarceration worldwide with 618 incarcerated per 100,000, 
El Salvador is often criticized for prison standards. With major overcrowding and poor treatment of the 
incarcerated, many prisons exist to house gang members and to further prevent the spread of in-prison crime. 
Certain prisons do not have adequate medical systems and refuse to give medical attention which has left 
many people with lifelong disabilities.  
 
While the Latin American prison population has been experiencing a steady growth in population for the last 
few decades, Brazil sits at the peak incarceration rate with 333 incarcerated per 100,000 citizens. In the last 15 
years, the incarceration rate has grown by 7 percent annually. The rise is due in part because of pretrial 
incarceration and drug possession arrests. Consistent with US prison trends, most inmates are young males 
and people of color. Another factor in the high prison rates is the inapplication of the Lei das Medidas 
Cautelares, a statue which provided alternative punishments for nonviolent crimes. 
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Major Countries Involved 
United States: With the highest prison population and the highest per-capita incarceration rate, the US is the 
pinnacle of mass incarceration. The United States prison system is a systemic prison cycle that is massively 
influencing other countries. 
 
El Salvador: Harboring the second-highest rate of incarceration, El Salvador is often criticized for prison 
standards. With major overcrowding and poor treatment of the incarcerated, certain prisons do not have 
adequate medical systems and refuse to give medical attention which has left many people dead or with 
lifelong health issues. 
 
Russia: Russia is often represented by harsh prison systems that are reminiscent of soviet prisons. In many 
cases viable claims, despite bearing evidence, are blind sighted and followed by meager redundancy without 
other changes. Harsh laws and the corrupt penal system make life very difficult for inmates and many citizens. 
 
Brazil: The Latin American prison population has been experiencing a steady growth in population for the 
last few decades. The rise is due in part because of pretrial incarceration and drug possession arrests. Another 
factor in the high prison rates is the inapplication of the Lei das Medidas Cautelares statue which would have 
benefited perpetrators of nonviolent crimes. 
 
 
Relevant Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
The Sentencing Project: Formed in 1986, The Sentencing Project works to promote reforms in the US criminal 
justice system. The Sentencing Project promotes reforms in sentencing policy, addressing unjust racial 
disparities and practices and advocating for alternatives to incarceration. Their work includes the publication 
of groundbreaking research, aggressive media campaigns, and strategic advocacy for policy reform. 
 
The Howard League for Penal Reform: A UK based charity that works for safer communities, less crime, and a 
lower imprisonment rate. Their recent campaigns have focused on transforming prisons, reducing child 
arrests, ending the criminalization of children in residential care, and promoting real work to help those who 
are incarcerated or in custody. 
 
Centre For Justice and Reconciliation: A US-based advocacy project that finds common ground and joins in 
advocating for restorative justice with people from all backgrounds. Their mission is to develop and promote 
restorative justice in criminal justice around the globe.  
 
Prison Policy Initiative: Founded in 2001, the non-profit and non-partisan Prison Policy Initiative produces 
extensive research to expose the broader harm of mass criminalization. The Prison Policy Initiative also 
sparks advocacy campaigns to produce a more just society. 
 
Penal Reform International: PRI promotes and develops effective, fair, and proportionate responses to criminal 
justice issues on a global scale.  
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Timeline of Key Events 
England, 1215: King John signed the Magna Carta, which among other things guaranteed a trial for all those 
accused of a crime. 
 
16-18th century: During this period, there was little development in penal systems. But the rise in city-living, 
and later industrialization, lead to trends of crowded prisons. During this period Europe began using penal 
colonies, as well as military pardons.  
 
Late 18th century:  The new US constitution was among the first to make an effort to deal with issues of 
privacy, security, and the rights of prisoners. All prisoners were guaranteed a just trial, the right to a defense, 
the right to know when a charge was brought up, the right to a jury of their peers, among other things. It was 
the first time in history where prisoners were given the same liberties as a freeman 
 
1791: Philosopher Jeremy Bentham creates his ‘Panoptician’ design for prisons. This system was designed to 
save money and ensure prisoners always feel like they are being watched. A central guard tower with prison 
cells in a circle around it. Modern examples include the Stateville penitentiary.  
 
Early 19th century: The 1800s are generally considered the birth of modern prisons. In England and the US 
especially, prisoners began receiving more attention. Concepts of rehabilitation were introduced -- prison was 
no longer a place to await execution. Solitary confinement became less of a primary measure. However, 
corporal punishment was still standard. 
 
Mid-late 20th century: In the mid-late 20th century, prisoners' rights improved. As corporeal punishment was 
abolished little by little worldwide, prisons became less dangerous, more caring places. It was during this 
period that the reformative model came into existence. America did not embrace this change; however, most 
states banned corporal punishment, even though it is still legal federally. 
 
1973:  The European Union released sweeping legislation for all member states regarding prisoners' rights. It 
protected their rights and set high-quality standards for prisons across the continent. 
 
2006: The EU updates the aforementioned legislation to match “developments in penal policy, sentencing 
practices, and overall management of prisons in Europe.” For the first time specifically discussed the duty to 
ensure the health and wellness of prisoners. Generally a cornerstone for high-quality prisons. 
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Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 
One of the largest and earliest examples of a government dealing with the rights of those within the criminal 
justice system is the US Constitution. Specifically, amendments five through eight of the US Bill of Rights are 
relevant to the discussion. In summary, the mentioned amendments guarantee justification for any 
accusations to a reasonable measure by the accuser, protection against unjust detainment, a fair jury of peers, 
and an attorney, among other things. Also covered is the mandate that the punishment must be just and in 
scale to the crime. 
 
Europe followed suit, and slowly these regulations became standard in most of the known world. However, 
there weren’t too many new jumps in the penal system for a long time after this. But, there were many small 
victories in prison standards, prominently originating from Victorian England. First was a law which 
protected prisoners’ financial rights, and made it so prisoners no longer needed to pay for the things provided 
to them in prison. The next major change was the introduction of the Gaols Act, which required all prisons 
to be periodically inspected to ensure standards were met. Around ten years after the Gaols Act, a dietary 
standard was introduced, ensuring prisoners would get a sustaining and nutrient-rich meal to prevent 
malnourishment and starvation among prisoners. The final major change of the period was the creation of a 
government organization to manage all prisons in the country.   
 
The third, most recent, and likely most impactful leap in prison standards would have to be the EU legislation 
on prisons released in the late 20th century. This mandated all European Union member states to attempt to 
meet a plethora of quality standards, precedents, and regulations designed to ensure the rehabilitation and 
reintegration of prisoners into society while protecting their rights and the meeting needs of inmates. In 2006, 
these laws were updated to meet with modern capability and overall changes in penal practice. The EU 
legislations set some of the highest standards for the member states. 
 
 
Possible Solutions 
The reformation of prison systems has been in existence nearly as long as prisons themselves. Though many 
steps have been taken to define and refine prisons in countries across the world, a few specific actions could 
turn the system around and help make prisons more effective at achieving their defined goals. Some key 
efforts that should be considered are: 
 
The introduction of self-sustaining prisons would likely serve as one of the most impactful changes which 
could be made. The introduction of self-sustaining prisons would solve the funding problems, as well as give 
prisoners opportunities to build self-worth and valuable trade skills. But in smaller prisons, it may be difficult 
to impossible. 
 
Inmates could also be offered education and other opportunities. The implementation of educational courses 
and options for general education (with the possibility of gaining a high-school or GED diploma) will allow 
prisoners to be productive with their time, learn new things, and provide them qualifications for a career after 
release. Prisons could also provide opportunities to go to job interviews and/or help prisoners find job 
opportunities. This will lower reincarceration rates (as prisoners have stable, consistent lives), but could be a 
strain on the prison system. 
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Another useful step would be the complete reformation of petty charges. The punishment of petty charges 
(minor drugs -- for example, marijuana -- small robbery, littering, etc) with prison time overburdens prisons. 
The use of fines, community work, or other appropriate punishments would reduce strain on the prison 
system, but may prove ineffective. For example, fines may prove ineffective in wealthier areas, as the 
individuals who commit the crime can easily afford to pay it off at no detriment. 
 
The diversification of police forces would also serve to help ease the problem. The integration of more 
diverse people (ethnically, religiously, and politically) will build an understanding between officers as they 
work with these minorities every day. It would also prove more difficult to abuse people like them, as they 
have personal experience and connections with members of the same minority groups. However, actually 
getting more minorities to join the force may prove challenging. 
 
At the current time, there is very little by way of global standards in prison quality and prisoner’s rights. 
Setting standards for prisoner privacy and reducing the amount of revealing information released, as well as a 
general overhaul in prisoners’ rights (to fresh air, non-demeaning work, mental and physical health standards, 
and for quality of trial, primarily), will provide security to prisoners and lower abuses, but enforcing the 
standards may be difficult. 
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Appendix 
1. Prisons: Reform or Punishment? 
2. The Problem With Privatizing Prisons 
3. BANKING ON BONDAGE: PRIVATE PRISONS AND MASS INCARCERATION 
4. Private prisons, explained 
5. Four Models of the Criminal Process 
6. Fighting crime without police or prisons 
7. Prisons and Imprisonment in the Ancient World: Punishments Used to Maintain Public Order 
8. Judicial corporal punishment 
9. Prisons as Welfare Institutions? Punishment and the Nordic Model 
10. Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2019 

 
Questions Essential to Debate 

1. What benefits can penal reforms bring to the table for prisoners who will be returning to society?  
2. Can the social view of prisons be changed through reform? What benefits might changing the view 

have, and how can it best be done? 
3. What sort of rights should prisoners be given? How can we protect these rights? 
4. What methods could be implemented to solve the funding issues in justice systems? Could 

self-sustainability be an option? 
5. When implementing these standards and regulations, how can we respect national sovereignty, well 

ensuring high quality standards are implemented and upheld? 
6. What is the real goal of prisons? How can we best prepare our prisoners for release? 
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